PROBLEMS OF THE FUTURE
which failure must bring in its train. They
know that there must be no repetition of the
Adana massacres. They know that there must
be no return to the regime ofkeyeff^aud baksheesh ;
that the ruling class must realise its responsibilities
as well as its power. Whether they will succeed
has yet to be seen, but their honesty of purpose
seems beyond doubt. If all should go well, Europe
will be grateful for the peaceful solution of a
problem which has already occupied too much of
its attention. No other nation is so well equipped
to guard that wonderful site between two
continents, for, as Thiers said of the French
Republic, she divides the least.
The hope of success lies wholly in Turkey's
adaptability to the new era. "Pride," said a
Turkish gentleman to me once, a man who had
suffered imprisonment and exile under the old
regime, "is the ruin of this nation." Well
it has been the Nemesis of greater nations.
The greatest danger of all lies in a misplaced
ambition for military expansion unscrupulously
fostered by those who profess to call themselves
friends of Turkey. It would be improper to
deprecate the supreme authority vested in Mah-
moud Shevket, or in the army generally, for the
time has not come, if it ever will, in which
such a country can be governed without the
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